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Single-use Plastic Cups to be
Banned Iin Tainan

With stores at every corner selling all sorts of
seasonal and artisanal tea, Taiwan is a nation of people
that loves their drinks. This habit of buying drinks on
the go, however, has created a lot of plastic waste. In
December 2022, Taipei City banned all beverage
sellers from using single-use plastic cups. New Taipei
City followed in Taipei City’s footsteps, banning
single-use plastic cups in May 2023. Starting from Oct.
1, Tainan City will also be putting a similar ban in
place. Thousands of beverage shops in Tainan have
been informed about the upcoming policy, and staff
members have been sent to inform market food stall
owners of the new rules as well.

Shops in Taipei and New Taipei have chosen to
use paper cups, previously used for hot drinks, instead
of plastic. Even before the Tainan ban was announced,
many stores have already made the change to paper. In
addition to paper, the Tainan City Government
Environmental Protection Bureau has also suggested
sellers consider switching to cups made of plant fibers
such as sugar cane, straw, or rice. Mostly, though, there
is a push towards using reusable cups. For example,

many beverage stores in Taipei offer a discount to

BUBBLE
MILK TEA

@

further encourage customers to bring their own cups.
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This ban is made in an effort to curtail the number
of plastic cups used by the Taiwanese public; the
Tainan bureau believes that this will prevent about 160
million plastic cups from being used and thrown away
per year. Sellers that do not follow these new rules may
be fined anywhere between NT$1,200 and NT$6,000.
The ultimate goal is to stop the use of all single-use

plastic cups across the nation by 2024.



Reading Comprehension

( ) 1. What is the second paragraph mainly about? (main idea)
(A) Benefits of using paper cups.
(B) Reasons for banning plastic cups.
(C) Several alternatives to plastic cups.
(D) Environmental impact of plastic cups.
( ) 2. According to the passage, which of the following cities is the first to ban the use of single-use plastic cups?
(supporting details)
(A) Taipei City.
(B) Tainan City.
(C) Taichung City.
(D) New Taipei City.
3. B ENE - eCE L — 55 (word) @ SEA MY THIZERE - MR AR EFEE N7
(b FHFEETE - EBAIENE - HRFE2CCE < (JEZE) (words in context)
As a matter of fact, even before the __(A)__ of the Tainan ban, many stores have already switched to paper
cups. Besides paper cups, the Tainan City Government Environmental Protection Bureau has put forward a _ (B)__
that sellers take cups made of plant fibers into consideration.
(A) (B)

4. Which word in the third paragraph means “to reduce, cut short, or limit something ” ? (}5£%%) (words in context)

Vocabulary and Phrases

1. seasonal adj. ZREfIEA 4. beverage n. gk 7. fiber  n. 44
2. artisanal  adj. FTHY 5.seller n. &5 $HER 8.sugar cane n. HIiF
3.onthe go phr FERSHEH 6. follow in sb's footsteps  phr: {554 9. reusable adj. TIEE LRI




Three Stars for
Tairroir and JL Studio

Since the 1900s, the Michelin Guide has been
widely accepted as a guide to the best restaurants and
hotels in the world. Restaurants awarded Michelin stars
must be of a certain standard, with three stars being the
highest rating and _ 1 as having “exceptional
cuisine worth a journey.” Not only does being a
Michelin-starred restaurant bring in many new 2 |
but it is also a badge of glory and honor for both
restaurants and their chefs, recognizing them as being
the best of the best on a global scale.

Taiwan’s restaurant industry has begun to grow
again, despite the difficulties of COVID-19 of the past
few years. In fact, in 2023, Taiwan had nearly 45
restaurants awarded Michelin stars—about a 20%

increase from 2022. In addition to Taipei’s Le Palais,

which has 3

three Michelin stars for six years in a
row, Taipei’s Tairroir and Taichung’s JL Studio have
also received three stars. Tairroir and JL Studio are also
the world’s first three-starred Michelin restaurants to
focus on Taiwanese and Singaporean food.

Taiwan has long been known for fresh produce

Fill in the Blanks

AN

and the creativity of the chefs when it comes to food.
Across the 4 |, new eateries that pride themselves
on using local ingredients are constantly being opened,
while older restaurants upgrade their menus. There has
been a rapidly growing 5 in appreciation for food,
giving Taiwan a reputation of being a “foodie” nation.
In addition to the three-starred Le Palais, Tairoir, and
JL Studio restaurants, there are also many Michelin
two-starred and one-starred restaurants to explore as
well as eateries that are named on the Michelin

Honorable Mention guide.

(A) considered (B) rise

(C) nation

(D) received (E) customers

4.



Vocabulary and Phrases

1. exceptional  adj ELELAY > JENLAY 4. chef n TR 7. eatery n. BE
2.cuisine n. 3ZE - EBE 5.inarow phr EENETHE 8. ingredient n. &ff
3.badge n. == 6. creativity n. glli& 1] 9. reputation n. ZEE > L
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