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Traffic Chaos in

Taiwan

Despite the overall positive reputation Taiwan has
on an international scale, it has often been criticized for
its dangerous roads. Multiple countries have made a
point of warning visitors in Taiwan to be careful even
when on sidewalks. A Facebook page founded in 2021
recently went viral in Taiwan for addressing this issue.
The page “Taiwan is a living hell for pedestrians” has
been liked by over 18,000 accounts and has about
26,000 followers.

The lack of pavements and consistent walkways
for pedestrians is a major issue. While over 40% of
roads in urban areas have sidewalks, they are often
narrow and full of parked scooters, blocked by lamp
posts and transformer boxes, or used by storefronts to
display signs and plants. These situations force
pedestrians to walk onto car lanes. Other areas only
have sidewalks with painted lines on the road to
designate a pedestrian walkway or bike path.

These road safety issues primarily lie in how
Taiwan road design is still focused heavily on

prioritizing private vehicles over public transportation,

cyclists, and pedestrians. Taiwan Traffic Safety

Association (TTSA) points out that the government is
still “thinking like a developing country, where roads
are usually designed for cars and trucks.” Local
Taiwanese media have even coined the term ‘“traffic
war” to describe how the traffic conditions and high
number of fatalities can make walking feel like being
on a battlefield.

TTSA suggests that better infrastructure and
enhancing drivers’ education are more necessary than
implementing more laws and enforcing fines.
Ultimately, since Taiwanese people are raised to
believe that cars have the right of way, there is no
concept of pedestrian rights. For meaningful change,
people need to stand up and fight for their rights to

safely cross the street and walk along the sidewalk.






Reading Comprehension

( ) 1. What’s the purpose of the second paragraph? (main idea)
(A) To explain why roads in Taiwan are dangerous for pedestrians.
(B) To point out a number of deadly flaws in the road design in Taiwan.
(C) To show that Taiwan is striving to improve road safety for pedestrians.
(D) To urge the Taiwan government to build as many sidewalks as possible.
( ) 2. According to this passage, which of the following is NOT true? (supporting details)
(A) Sidewalks in Taiwan are often narrow and blocked by lamp posts.
(B) The term “traffic war” was actually invented by a Facebook page in 2021.
(C) Foreign visitors to Taiwan are warned to be careful even when on sidewalks.

(D) TTSA argues that the Taiwan government is still thinking like a developing country.

3. Which word in the third paragraph means “deaths caused by violence or by accidents”? (3 2%) (words in context)

4. FEIRECEAS > IR H—E 5 (word) > YA T AT 254 > NG R R BRI 1 A
b > A FEERSSE - REVEIERE > HAFE 230U » (JHZ) (words in context)

TTSA’s _ (A)__ is that it’s more important now to build better infrastructure and improve drivers’ education.

What’s more, since a great majority of Taiwanese people hold the  (B)  that cars have the right of way, they don’t

have the concept of pedestrian rights.

(A) (B)
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International Travel Resumes
ASs Pandemic Panic Ends

As the pandemic panic winds down, countries
around the world have begun working towards
resuming their normal levels of operation, and
reopening borders for tourists again. Taiwan is no
different. Taoyuan International Airport estimates there
will be about 30 million passenger trips passing
through the airport this year, a few million more than
the __ 1 expectation of about 28 million.

While passenger volume has not yet reached pre-

pandemic levels, the current amount in 2023 thus far is
nearly 70% of 2019’s. There has been significant __2
in flights from Taiwan to North America, Southeast
Asia, Northeast Asia, and the Middle East. However,
travel across the Taiwan Strait during summer vacation,
what is normally peak travel time, remained _ 3
compared with these other regions. Travel to China,
Hong Kong, and Macau in 2023 was only about half of
the amount when compared with the same period in
2019.

In early September 2023, Taiwan has reopened its

borders to Chinese tourists that are entering from a

third location, and Chinese nationals that live __ 4

Fill in the Blanks

| I

TR

such as in Hong Kong or Macau, are able to apply to

enter Taiwan as tourists. Travel between Taiwan and
China have been largely stagnant over the past three
years, mostly because of the COVID-19 pandemic. In
fact, China halted independent travel to Taiwan in
2019, even before the pandemic lockdowns, and
suspended group travel in 2020. It wasn’t until May
2023 that Chinese travel __5

were allowed to once

again start working with Taiwan group tourists.

(A) original (B) slow

(C) abroad

(D) agents (E) growth

1. 2. 3.

4.

5.



Vocabulary and Phrases

1.wind down phr. B8 TR 5. peak travel time phr. Jig35 5 7.halt v. &1k
2.passenger n.JER WA 8.lockdown n. (i) [R5 i ke
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4.volume n. Z8%; > 485
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