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The Complicated History
Between Israel and Palestine

Hamas, an extremist organization of
Palestinian Arabs attacked Israel in early October,
prompting Israel to pay them back. In just one
month, about 10,000 people were killed. Of these,
about 1,500 were Israeli soldiers while about
8,000 were civilians, including women and
children.

The Israeli-Palestinian  conflict is a
long-standing dispute between two groups of
people: the Israelis, who are primarily Jewish, and
the Palestinians, who are mostly Arabs.

In ancient times, the area was controlled by
Jewish tribes. However, around the time of Jesus,
the region had become part of the Roman Empire,
and the Jews had to leave. By the 7th century, the
region was under Muslim rule.

In the late 19th century, Britain took up the
reins of the region and encouraged Jews to
consider Palestine their homeland, causing a large
number of Jewish immigrants to move there. This
led to tensions with the Palestinians, who have
lived there for generations. They felt threatened by
the growing Jewish presence, especially when
there was another flood of Jewish immigrants after
World War II.

Israel officially declared its independence in
1948 and was immediately attacked by
neighboring Arab countries. This conflict resulted
in hundreds of thousands of Palestinians becoming
refugees and deepened the divisions between the
two sides.

The United Nations suggested dividing
Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states.
While the Jews accepted this plan, the Arabs
refused, leading to increased conflict. Various
attempts made to address the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. However, no lasting
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solution for peace has been found.



()1 What is the purpose of this passage? (purpose)
(A) To convince people Hamas is the contributing factor to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
(B) To show the possible solution to the conflict suggested by the United Nations.
(C) To point out the complex relationship between Palestine and Israel throughout history.
(D) To find out the reason for Palestine’s attack and the measures they took.
() 2. According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true? (supporting details)
(A) Most of the Israelis are Jewish, while the Palestinians are mostly Arabs.
(B) The tension between countries grew owing to the surge of Jews after World War I1.
(C) The establishment of the country Israel was possibly urged by Britain.
(D) The growing divisions resulted from the Muslim rule over the Jewish tribes.
() 3. Which of the following is closet in meaning to “took up the reins of” in the fourth paragraph?
(words in context)
(A) Got rid of. (B) Took control of.
(C) Kept up with. (D) Stayed away from.
() 4. The following statements are numbered from @ to @. According to the passage, from (A) to (D) in
the arrangements below, which one includes only the correct statements?
© The Arabs accepted the United Nations’ plan for dividing Palestine.
@® The creation of Israel led to the attack by its neighboring Arab countries.
© The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has caused primarily military casualties.
O The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has to do with religious dispute.
© Hamas wanted to create an Islamic country and launched an attack on Israel.
® The Israeli-Palestinian conflict began after World War 1.
@ Jews were once governed by Britain and encouraged to express their stance.
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Medical Staff Protest
Working Conditions

Few careers are as exhausting, both mentally
and physically, as medical careers. In late October,
around 500 frontline medical staff in Taipei took
to the streets. These included doctors, nurses,
technicians, radiologists, and therapists. They
protested _ 1  their labor rights, demanding
fewer working hours, a safer work environment,
respect  for more
opportunities for promotion. Also, they requested
more government investment in the health
insurance system. Protesters described themselves

professionalism,  and

as turning into “ghosts” because of their difficult
working conditions and the unreasonable hours
they have to keep. _ 2 , they dressed up as
zombies and ghosts.

For example, only about half of the currently
certified nurses in Taiwan are actually 3, and
there is a very high turnover rate. The Taiwan
Nursing and Medical Industries Union says this is
because of poor working conditions and how
difficult it is to apply for overtime pay. They
explain nurses deserve better 4 and benefits.
The low pay means that in some hospitals, there is
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a very low nurse-to-patient ratio, which then
results in overwork to meet patient demands.

The Ministry of Health and Welfare (MOHW)
invited medical associations to discuss improving
conditions. However, the Union of Taiwan
Healthcare Professionals accused them of being
vague and unclear on purpose. Protesters demand
that there _ 5 more legal protections to reduce
the problem of medical staff being overworked.
Hopefully, these protections will protect them and,
in turn, also protect everyone who depends on the
hard work of medical staff to stay healthy.
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1. protest V. His 4. unreasonable adj. R&HHHY 7. overtime n. fIFT
2. exhausting adj. % AFH SIVEHY 5. certify v. ZEE 8. ratio n. LA > EE%
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