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Siaoliouciou Opens Fourth
Wastewater Treatment Plant

1aoliouciou Island, a small island about 13km

S

only coral reef island with significant human activity

off the southwestern coast of Taiwan, is the

in Taiwan. It is just under 7 km” and is home to
under fifteen thousand residents. It is, by and large, a
tourist destination, popular with visitors who want to
enjoy its beaches, reefs, caves, and rock formations.

have the

However, Siaoliouciou did not

infrastructure to properly treat the generated
wastewater —especially not the amount produced by
the large numbers of tourists. In the past, wastewater
was directly discharged into the ocean. However, this
has polluted the nearby environment and ecosystems.
In 2017, Siaoliouciou opened its first wastewater
treatment plant. This was followed by two more in
2021, and now, a fourth has been opened. Operations
for the fourth wastewater treatment plant started in
late October 2023, allowing about 90% of the
island’s wastewater to be properly treated.

Concerns about the environmental impact of

tourist and resident activity rose when experts

realized that the coral reefs have been disappearing

and that fish density has dropped severely.
Greenpeace, an organization dedicated to protecting
the natural world, conducted a marine ecology survey
in August 2023. They sampled and examined reef
fish across multiple tourist sites around the island and
made a shocking discovery: The number of fish per
meter is extremely low, reaching less than 25% of
what it was in 2010 in some areas.

and

Both Pingtung County Government

Greenpeace believe that the new wastewater
treatment plant will effectively help the environment,
protecting the ecosystem and biodiversity of this

beautiful and unique island.



Reading Comprehension

( ) 1. What can we infer from the last paragraph? (main idea)
(A) There will be an increasing number of tourists visiting Siaoliouciou Island.
(B) The ecosystem and biodiversity of Siaoliouciou Island will be better preserved.
(C) Greenpeace will cooperate with Pingtung County Government to conduct more surveys.
(D) The construction of a new wastewater treatment plant is going to start early in 2024.
( ) 2. Which of the following statements about Siaoliouciou Island is NOT true? (supporting details)
(A) Its population is less than 15,000.
(B) It’s located off the southwestern coast of Taiwan.
(C) It’s the only coral reef island that belongs to Taiwan.
(D) 1t’s generally regarded as a popular tourist destination.
( ) 3. FHR T 2NA)F|E)P 2 3B BB IRE 5 ARG AR 8931838 o (£ 1EM) (supporting details)
(A) The first one was opened in 2010.
(B) The second one was opened in 2021.
(C) The third one started operation in 2022.
(D) The fourth one was opened in October 2023.
(E) Four-fifths of the island’s wastewater is treated properly now.
4 FHREXEFNE > BXFPE L —EREF (word) » SEAT | 6) T2 $REZEZEHTOTFH
GBI 2 e TEETE EELEH ) AFAALXXE o GE%) (words in context)
In August 2023, Greenpeace sampled and examined reef fish across multiple tourist sites around
Siaoliouciou Island, making a discovery that  (A)  many people.

(A)
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Romania’s Bear Troubles

ﬁ brown bear naps peacefully after a tasty

sandwich, curled up in the middle of a sunny
forest road. While it is not an entirely unusual sight
in wooded areas around the world, this sort of scene
is growing terrifyingly common in Romania. After
Russia, Romania has the largest population of brown
bears, and they are making their way into human
communities. Over 150 people have been attacked
between 2016 and 2021, including multiple = 1
Those living in farmlands have also had a problem
with bears attacking and killing livestock.
This clash between nature and mankind has
farmers  and

caused a 2 between

conservationists. To 3

both people and the
natural world, Romanian authorities have a set
number of bears that can be killed each year. This
rise in the bear population, though, has meant an
extreme uptick in the allowed numbers, raising it
150% from the previous allowance; some lawmakers

even want to _ 4  this number, claiming that the

that raising the number of bears that are allowed to
be killed will open the door to trophy hunting, where
people kill bears for the thrill of it rather than out of
necessity. Already, some believe that bears are being
unnecessarily 5 instead of tranquilized and
safely removed.

One small town, Baile Tusnad, is trying to make
themselves more “bear-smart.” Local residents have
dealt with the bears by installing secure, bear-proof
trash containers and electric fences around their
homes. After all, as one resident says, bears and

humans have to get used to living together. Anyone

who says that they’re not scared of bears is either

bears are a danger to people and their livelihoods. stupid or lying.
However, this worries conservationists, who believe
Fill in the Blanks
(A) struggle (B) deaths (C) protect (D) double (E) shot
1 2. 3 4, 5
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L curlup phr. Wi 4. clash n. ffjZ€ 7. allowance n. B
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