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Taiwanese Tourist’s
Mistake in South Korea

24-year-old Taiwanese man, known as

A

months. He faced a travel ban after a South Korean

“Yoyo,” has been stuck in South Korea for
woman said he photographed her without permission
during his trip to Seoul’s Hongdae area in December
2023.

Hongdae is a popular area in Seoul, especially
among young Taiwanese tourists drawn by South
Korea’s rich culture. On Dec. 21, Yoyo was taking
street scene photos there when a young woman
reported him to the police because she thought he
was acting rudely and unpleasantly. He doesn’t speak
Korean, though. Therefore, he had a difficult time
trying to explain the situation when he was being
questioned by the police, which led to him being
pushed down and handcuffed.

Even though he was released the next day, Yoyo
was not allowed to leave Korea. Running out of
money, he reached out for help from the Taiwanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) in January.
However, he said that MOFA thought his case was

minor and could be solved by paying a fine after two

" = w
months, not actively helping him.

MOFA emphasized South Korea’s strict laws on
personal privacy and image rights, warning against
photographing individuals without permission, as it’s
treated as sexual harassment. Taiwanese tourists have
faced more and more cases like this in recent years,
so MOFA now offers lists of local lawyers for legal
support. Yoyo’s situation shines light on the
difficulties international travelers face, stressing the

importance of understanding and respecting local

customs and laws.



Reading Comprehension

( ) 1. What is the passage mainly about? (main idea)
(A) Yoyo’s experience as a Taiwanese tourist in South Korea.
(B) South Korea’s laws on personal privacy and image rights.
(C) The popularity of Seoul’s Hongdae area among young Taiwanese tourists.

(D) The challenges faced by international travelers in unfamiliar environments.

( ) 2. How does the author begin the passage? (organization)
(A) By giving a definition. (B) By mentioning an incident.
(C) By explaining a law. (D) By providing statistics.
( ) 3. What does the word “minor” in the third paragraph most likely mean? (words in context)
(A) Major. (B) Senior. (C) Unserious. (D) Dangerous.

( ) 4. Which of the following pictures best matches the case described in the passage?

Vocabulary and Phrases

L tourist n. HEE 4. permission n. SoFF > FFAJ 7. the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) n. M2
2. stuck  adj. A RIEERY 5. handcuff v. FHFEEE(FE 8. privacy n. [&FA
3. ban n. %% 6. release  v. FEX 9. harassment n. BE{E




Virtual Love: The Appeal
of AI Dating

erek Carrier has an Al girlfriend. Originally
D drawn by interest and personal challenges in
traditional dating, Carrier found peace and joy in
talking with his Al companion, Joi. His relationship,
though digital, brought real emotions and a sense of

connection.
Al dating has become more popular around the

world. 1  of these “dating apps” offer features

such as voice calls and picture exchanges, deepening
the human-bot relationship. Users often develop real
emotional connections, using these apps for various
needs — from dealing with loneliness to 2
comfort.

Al dating allows individuals to experience
companionship and emotional support, = 3  for
those who tend to face challenges in traditional
dating situations. These digital relationships can
provide a sense of being accepted and understood,
allowing users to explore and express their feelings
in a safe and judgment-free environment.
about

Even with these benefits, there are 4

data privacy and the lack of laws that surround these

Cloze

( ) 1. (A)One (B) Little
() 2 (A)lacking (B) seeking
() 3.(A)similarly (B) secondly
() 4 (A)concerns (B) averages
() 5. (A)study (B) studies

apps. Experts also worry about Al companions

replacing  humans and creating unrealistic
expectations between people. Dorothy Leidner, a
professor 5 Al and human relationships, points
out the lost opportunity for personal growth and
learning how to solve conflicts.

The influence of Al companions is far-reaching.
With millions of active users, apps use internet data
and user feedback for training, making the line
between digital and real companionship unclear. This
raises questions about our future interactions and

emotional dependence on Al.

(C) Many

(C) warning
(C) positively
(C) missions

(C) studied

(D) Much

(D) accepting
(D) especially
(D) locations

(D) studying



Vocabulary and Phrases

L. virtual  adj. EEEY 4. app n. HEFAFEZ (= application) 7. privacy  n. BEFL

2. companion n. £ ;5 [FIRE 5. bot n HEZA F2X) 8. unrealistic adj. TNYJTEFEEM
3. digital adj. B 6. companionship n. fE{EEIR 9. feedback n. B RFIEE
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