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Deadly Outbreak at
Polam Kopitiam

tragic food poisoning outbreak at the

Malaysian restaurant chain Polam Kopitiam
in Taipei’s Xinyi District has brought the dangers of
Bongkrek acid into sharp focus. Health Minister
Hsue revealed that, as of early April, there was a
current total of 34 medical cases, including two
deaths and 33 positive tests for Bongkrek acid.
Found in rice products contaminate d by a rare
bacterium, Bongkrek acid is known for its lethal
potency.

Investigations into how the food at Polam
Kopitiam became contaminated are ongoing. Patrons
who dined at the Xinyi branch between March 19
and 22 and consumed specific rice noodle dishes fell
victim to this dangerous toxin. According to Deputy
Health Minister Victor Wang, these diners suffered
severe symptoms, including acute liver and
subsequent organ failure.

Bongkrek acid, first identified in Indonesia, is
known to fatally damage the mitochondria in human
cells. Even a milligram of this toxin can be lethal,
causing symptoms akin to acute gastroenteritis,

followed by possible multiple organ failure within a

day. Unfortunately, there is no antidote for Bongkrek

acid poisoning, with only supportive therapies
available.

The ongoing investigation by the Taiwan Food
and Drug Administration involves collecting patient
specimens and food samples from the restaurant.
Comprehensive testing for Bongkrek acid, as well as
for other potential toxins like pesticides, is being
conducted. This outbreak of Bongkrek acid
poisoning is a first in Taiwan’s history of collective
food poisoning incidents. The Ministry of Health and
Welfare has established a "Baolin Teahouse Food
Poisoning Task Force." Those who visited Baolin
Teahouse between 3/19 and 3/26 and experienced

symptoms of diarrhea should report to the task force

for immediate case tracking.



Reading Comprehension

( ) 1. What’s the second paragraph mainly about? (main idea)
(A) The popularity of the rice noodle dishes.
(B) The history of Polam Kopitiam.
(C) The impact of the food poisoning incident.
(D) The manufacturing process of rice noodles.
( ) 2. What kind of dangerous substance was found in the contaminated food? (supporting details)
(A) Pesticides.
(B) Bongkrek acid.
(C) Mitochondria.
(D) Preservative.
( ) 3. T 2] (A) %) (E) P » i B 7 Bongkrek acid 4t SEAE @) 1£ 38 o (% :E4) (supporting details)
(A) There is currently no cure for Bongkrek acid poisoning.
(B) Taiwan has not experienced similar outbreaks in the past.
(C) The symptoms of Bongkrek acid poisoning are similar to food poisoning.
(D) Researchers are close to developing an antidote for Bongkrek acid poisoning.
(E) Bongkrek acid only causes slight stomach discomfort and is not deadly.
4. Which word in the third paragraph means “a sign that shows a person is sick or has a health problem”? (3&

%) (words in context)

Vocabulary and Phrases

1. contaminate v. 7% 4. acute adj. ZIERY 0 BIZURY 7. gastroenteritis  n. 5'H &
2. toxin n. FHE 5. be known to do something  phr. X FiTJEH1 8. antidote n. fEFHI
3. diner n. FHE#H 6. lethal adj. Ednfty 9. therapy n. J5JE 5 HiE




Teenage Heroes Emerge Amid
Moscow Concert Tragedy

uring the tragic events at Moscow’s Crocus

Hall music two

D

cloakroom workers, Islam Khalilov and Artyom

City venue, teenage
Donskoy, displayed remarkable heroism. Despite the
panic and chaos caused by a terror attack executed by
four gunmen, these young boys, aged 15 and 14,
1  guided attendees towards exits and safety.
This act during a time of crisis earned them official
recognition and bravery awards from Russia’s

children’s rights commissioner, despite her

controversial standing with the International
Criminal Court.

The attack, which led to the tragic death of at
least 137 concertgoers, was reportedly carried out by
four men who were later brought to court, showing
clear signs of physical assault. The attackers,
identified as Tajik nationals, have been charged with
terrorism, with the Islamic State group (IS) claiming
responsibility for the attack. The truthfulness of the
video evidence 2 by IS, depicting the attack, has
been recognized.

While

investigating the unfolding events,

Russian officials, including President Vladimir Putin,

3

a claim that has been strongly by Ukraine’s

President Volodymyr Zelensky. This incident has
4

escalated tensions in Russia, towards Central

Asians, and has led to increased scrutiny of migrants
from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan, who
form a significant part of Russia’s workforce.

The response to this crisis includes

considerations by Russian authorities for stricter
migrant controls. Meanwhile, the commendable

5

actions of Islam and Artyom have symbols of
hope and courage, earning them the support and
appreciation of influential figures like the Grand
Mufti of Russia and rapper Morgenshtern.
Investigations into this horrific terror attack continue,

as the nation grapples with its aftermath and

suggested a potential link to Ukrainian involvement, implications.
Fill in the Blanks
(A) denied (B) released (C) bravely (D) particularly (E) become
1. 2. 3. 4. 5.



Vocabulary and Phrases

1. venue n. Bt 4. concertgoer n. H LT LAY A 7. escalate v. (ff) JBH]

2. terror attack  phr. ZYBCEE 5. assault n. BRFT 5 B 8. grapple with something phr. FJIfER
3. recognition n. ] 6. unfold v. (JEEEFEM) 22 9. aftermath n. &5
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