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From Corgi to Code:
How a Dog Inspired
Amazon’s New Al Assistant

mazon has recently introduced a new Al

A

an odd choice, especially considering that many Al

assistant named Rufus. This might seem like

assistants have more high-tech-sounding names. For
example, Amazon’s first Al assistant, Alexa, was
named after the ancient Library of Alexandria,
symbolizing knowledge and learning. However, Rufus
has a unique context that makes the name special.

The name “Rufus” dates back to Ancient Rome,
where it was used to describe people with red hair. It
was also a nickname for William II of England, who
had a red complexion. Today, the name is often
associated with dogs, especially because it sounds
like a bark. It’s surprising that Amazon chose this
name for a digital assistant, but the story behind it is
more meaningful than you would expect.

Rufus was named after Amazon’s first office
dog, a Welsh corgi who became a treasured part of
the company’s early days. In the late 1990s, when
Amazon was just starting, Rufus would spend his
days playing in the office, keeping the other
employees company. After the beloved dog passed

away in 2009, the company named one of its
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buildings in his honor. Rufus was also the inspiration
behind Amazon’s latest Al assistant that launched
this year.

This Al assistant is designed to help customers
make better purchasing decisions. The name Rufus
represents not just a dog, but the friendly, helpful
spirit that Amazon wants its customers to experience.

Rufus brought about many positive changes in
Amazon. The canine helped kick-start Amazon’s
dog-friendly workplace culture, with more than
10,000 dogs officially “working” at Amazon’s
offices around the world. The company has dog
parks and plenty of treats for pets who visit.

While Rufus is gone, his legacy lives on in the
company’s culture and in the AI assistant that now

shares his name.
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Reading Comprehension

) 1. What is the passage mainly about? (main idea)
(A) How the name of Amazon’s new Al assistant honors William II of England.
(B) The features of Amazon’s latest Al assistant, which is named after a dog.
(C) Why Amazon’s new Al assistant, Rufus, will take the place of Alexa.
(D) The lasting impact that Amazon’s first office dog left behind.
) 2. From (A) to (F) below, choose the ONES that are true according to this passage. (% & #2)
(supporting details)
(A) Rufus the dog used to assist Amazon employees in making decisions within the company.
(B) Rufus the dog was part of Amazon’s early days and inspired their first AT assistant.
(C) Amazon’s latest Al assistant is designed to help customers with purchases.
(D) Alexa, another Al assistant created by Amazon, was not named after a canine.
(E) The name “Rufus” is commonly associated with people who have curly hair.

(F) Amazon’s dog-friendly workplace culture came to a halt after Rufus’ death.

3. Which word in the second paragraph means “to make a connection in one’s mind between two things or two

4.

people”? A %) (words in context)

FARIE X F B R E R R E R (word) AN T 714 F 24P 0 ARG R AT BAGEH 5
B FH B 8 TREELE > BREH > BHERXE o HAATA—EFEF (word) ©
(3B %) (words in context)

The name of Amazon’s latest Al assistant was (A) by the company’s first office dog, a Welsh
corgi that passed away in 2009.
(A)

Vocabulary and Phrases

1. Welsh corgi  n. EEFHTTEER 4. complexion n. [t KEO 7. launch v. #EH > ZEiE
2. code n. RS 5. keep someone company  phr. FEEREA 8. purchase n. BEE
3. symbolize v. 528+ 0% 6. beloved adj. BEEHY 9. kick-start v, figfifi------Fith




Rebuilding With Earth:
A Fire-Resistant Solution

n the western United States, people are looking

I

wildfires. In particular, Melanie Glover and her

for new ways to rebuild homes destroyed by

family have decided to use a unique material derived
from nature to create a safer home. After losing their
house in a terrible fire in 2021, they wanted to ensure
their new home would _ 1  strong against future
fires.

The Glover family’s story began in Superior,
Colorado, when fierce winds fueled a fire that ruined
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their neighborhood. Although they escaped
the experience left them shaken. Determined to
rebuild, they turned to earthen materials that have
been used for centuries around the world. This
method is known for its strength and energy
efficiency.

Earthen homes are made from natural materials
like soil and water, mixed to form solid blocks. A
common type of earthen material is a mixture of clay,
sand, and straw that dries in the sun to create sturdy
bricks. Research suggests that these blocks can
withstand high temperatures and might even become
stronger when exposed to fire. In fact, when 3

with extreme heat, the blocks transformed into a

Fill in the Blanks

R
hard, clay-like material, demonstrating their
fire-resistant qualities.
Melanie’s new home features 4  walls and
energy-efficient windows, designed to survive

intense weather and fire. Unlike traditional houses,
the construction minimizes exposed wood, which
helps reduce fire risk.

While earth homes are still uncommon in the

U.S., they 5

a promising alternative for fire
safety. As more families consider earth blocks for
their homes, builders are working to create standards
that make these constructions more accessible. With
growing interest in eco-friendly building methods,
earth homes may become a popular choice for those

looking to rebuild safely in fire-prone areas.

(A) unharmed (B) stand

(C) offer

(D) thick

(E) tested

5.



Vocabulary and Phrases

1. rebuild v. EE 4. derive  v. Jlf§ - 15| 7. withstand  v. 7K5%

2. resistant  adj. fiif++- 1 5. earthen adj. Je 3 8. accessible adj. A[1EFIAY

3. wildfire n. BF K 6. sturdy adj. ZFEH 9. -prone  suffix FEHRGE]--- - FIRER
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