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Jeju Air Flight 2216:
South Korea’s Worst
Air Disaster in Years

recent plane crash in South Korea has

A

which occurred on December 29, 2024, was the

shocked people around the world. The crash,

deadliest aviation accident in the country in years.
This tragedy stands out because South Korea is
widely recognized for its excellent air safety record.
In fact, however, just a few decades ago, the country
had serious problems with aviation safety.

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, South Korea’s
main airline, Korean Air, was involved in several
major accidents. These incidents led to a poor
reputation for air safety in the country. However,
over time, South Korea took significant steps to
improve its aviation standards. By 2008, the country
had transformed its safety practices, with
improvements drawn from countries like the United
States. As a result, South Korea’s aviation system
became one of the safest in the world.

The recent crash involved Jeju Air Flight
7C2216, which was traveling from Bangkok to
Muan. Of the 181 people on board, only two

survived. The passengers were aged between 3 and

78 years old. Tragically, five of the victims were

1=

children under the age of 10. It took officials several
days to identify the victims, as many of the bodies
were severely damaged. They used fingerprints,
DNA, and even saliva samples from family members
to help identify the victims.

As the country mourns, many New Year’s
celebrations were canceled or scaled down out of
respect for the victims and their families. Authorities
declared a seven-day period of national mourning.

The crash occurred amid a deep political crisis
in South Korea, with uncertainty surrounding the
nation’s leadership. This terrible event highlights the
ongoing need for constant improvements in air
safety, showing the crucial role of leadership in

ensuring the safety of the public.



(

Reading Comprehension

) 1. What is the passage mainly about? (main idea)
(A) The rise of a South Korean airline’s global reputation in the late 20th century.
(B) A deadly plane crash in South Korea and its history of aviation safety.
(C) The role of political leadership in South Korea’s public safety.
(D) The global impact of a flight incident in South Korea.
) 2. From (A) to (F) below, choose the ONES that are true according to this passage. (% & #2)
(supporting details)
(A) The plane crash resulted in instability in the aviation community.
(B) South Korea’s air safety record has been in decline in recent years.
(C) The disaster happened during a time of political crisis in South Korea.
(D) South Korea improved its aviation safety practices by learning from the US.
(E) New Year’s celebrations in South Korea were postponed due to the incident.

(F) Victims of the plane crash were mainly identified by their physical appearances.

3. Which word in the second paragraph means “the opinion that people have about something due to past

4.

events”? 3E %) (words in context)

FARIE X F B R E R R E R (word) AN T 714 F 24P 0 ARG R AT BAGEH 5
B FH B 8 TREELE > BREH > BHERXE o HAATA—EFEF (word) ©
(3B %) (words in context)

After multiple major aviation accidents in the late 1900s, one of South Korea’s main airlines
transformed its safety practices, (A) in one of the safest aviation systems in the world by
2008.

(A)

Vocabulary and Phrases

1. aviation n. #fi%2 4 saliva n. HEWR 7.amid  prep. {E-----EH
2. draw from  phr. -+~ JKHY 5. mourn v. RH 8. uncertainty n. PHETE
3. fingerprint n. FEFY 6. scale down  phr. §Ei > #i/ 9. highlight v. 583 ; Z28H




Rats to the Rescue:
Sniffing Out Smugglers

n some parts of the world, rats are being trained

I

trafficking. This crime involves the illegal trade in

to help combat a serious issue: illegal wildlife

plants and animals. It is worth billions of dollars and

threatens endangered species. A non-profit 1  in
East Africa has been training Gambian pouched rats
to detect wildlife products being smuggled, assisting
authorities in locating hidden ivory, animal furs, and
other illegal goods.

Traffickers disguise wildlife products in various
ways. For instance, ivory can be stained to look like
wood, hidden in shipments of crops, or even 2
in chocolate and wrapped to escape detection by
X-ray scans. However, these rats have an
extraordinary sense of smell, making them ideal for
such hidden

3 over 80%

finding items. In trials, the rats

successfully of the concealed
products, even when they were masked by common
scent-covering materials.

The rats’ = 4  to move through cramped
spaces, such as shipping containers, allows them to

sniff out hidden wildlife products. They are smaller

Fill in the Blanks

and quicker than dogs, which makes them easier and
cheaper to train, maintain, and transport. This is
especially important because much of the illegal
wildlife trade comes from some of the world’s
poorest regions.

Using rats in this way could have a significant
impact on the fight against wildlife crime. By helping
authorities find smuggled wildlife products, the rats
could protect endangered species and help prevent

5

the of diseases like Ebola or SARS, which can
be transmitted through illegal wildlife trade. With
continued success, these rats could become an even
more valuable tool in the global effort to stop

wildlife trafficking.

(A) spread (B) coated

(C) organization

(D) identified

(E) ability

3.

4. 5.



Vocabulary and Phrases

1. smuggler n. ERH 4. Gambian pouched rat n. HEEEREEE, 7. detection n. 9252 5 T 5 {HH
2. illegal adj. JEIEM 5. trafficker n. EfTIEEEEH 8. conceal v. &)

3. wildlife n. BFAEEY 6. shipment n. FEFEY) 9. cramped adj. ¥R7EH

= PEMLZE 2216 MLHE : W1 2 22 de 12 o ) i 22 S5 i

BB — R TRBSER B R B - B RARAE 2024 7 12 F 29 HAVSHK - 28R 2 AR B I a1 - sE (AR
FIATEERIIRIA] - 2R R s LU S22 20 i sk B e 2 BR8] - (HPE b - EES TR - SEBIERT2 40 2T ) THI
H[AE -

FEHEAE 1980 F-AUAT 1990 4K » FRERINY FZAZE N RIATRMZE - W0 R BGE R TR - SE LR R B E i 22 40 2 T T
B o SR - BEERFHIRHERS - SRERIEREN 7 B MALATE B S A ATE © BT 2008 4 » BZ B CASTHRURSUR H 22 2 it - 1AESER
FRIZRISHETTiE - (KL - SBR[ 5 e R —

RSB O B iZE 7C2216 #iHE > FMBLIEIC S ARIER 4 « 7E40% B 181 Arh - EAMALSE - SRENFERT
3BRE T8 KL - AEAE - Hip G AR ES Ty HloRT 10 BRIY5E o iRFF 20 i R - B0 TR IR A P =2
FES N o MATRIRTERL - REREPEAR (DNA) » HEE B R B AR B ERE 2 EE S0 -

FE B - FF TR BTG B SRR - DIFORE S HH MHRENEE - HREM 7 R ERA R -

i SR AR BIERIE BUG AR E - B SRR IR A REENE o BERTTAR SRR R TG M A 2 i
UK - R EEA BAEMER AL Rt -
= VAR EHR « BUHERAH I5ER
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REEBIEGERE ¢ 1B 2. CD 3. reputation 4. resulting
NESEML I LC 2B 3D 4E S5A
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