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Millions Gather for the
Grand Kumbh Mela

umbh Mela is one of the largest religious

K

people from India and abroad. This event happens

gatherings in the world, attracting millions of

every few years, rotating around four cities in India.
The festival has deep connections to Hindu beliefs,
especially the idea that bathing in holy rivers during
the event can purify the soul and wash away sins.

Kumbh Mela honors the mythological story of
the gods churning the ocean to find a special nectar.
Four drops of this nectar are said to have fallen at the
locations where the festival takes place, making these
areas holy. Pilgrims believe that by bathing in the
rivers during the festival, they can free themselves
from the cycle of rebirth and move closer to spiritual
freedom.

The event usually lasts for about 45 days, with
various religious ceremonies and activities happening
throughout. This year, Kumbh Mela began on
January 13 and concluded on February 26. The main
event is the “royal bath,” where large groups of
people gather to bathe in the river. Holy men, some

of whom cover themselves in ash to show their

rejection of material life, lead these rituals.

Kumbh Mela is not just about religious rituals;
it is also a cultural event. There are many spiritual
discussions, prayers, and even performances to
enjoy. Temporary camps are set up to provide food
and shelter for those who attend. Organizers manage
such large crowds by setting up facilities like
hospitals, sanitation systems, and transportation
networks.

The scale of Kumbh Mela is incredible, with
millions of people attending. It is a place to learn
more about Hindu traditions and experience their

culture. Kumbh Mela is truly a unique event that

celebrates faith and the power of community.
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Reading Comprehension

) 1. What is the passage mainly about? (main idea)
(A) The religious and cultural significance of Kumbh Mela.
(B) The history of Hinduism and its origins in ancient Indian traditions.
(C) The religious texts that explain the mythological story behind Kumbh Mela.
(D) The challenges faced by organizers in managing large crowds during Kumbh Mela.
) 2. From (A) to (F) below, choose the ONES that are true according to this passage. (% & #2)
(supporting details)
(A) The Kumbh Mela also takes place in cities outside India.
(B) Holy men demonstrate their athletic skills during Kumbh Mela.
(C) The event lasts longer than one month and includes various ceremonies.
(D) The main activity during Kumbh Mela is a large gathering for a ceremonial meal.
(E) Bathing in rivers during Kumbh Mela is believed to help people escape the cycle of rebirth.

(F) The locations of Kumbh Mela are connected to a mythological battle between gods and humans.

3. Which word in the fourth paragraph means “a building or area designed to offer protection from bad weather

4.

or danger”? (3& %) (words in context)

FARIE X F B R E R R E R (word) AN T 714 F 24P 0 ARG R AT BAGEH 5
B FH B 8 TREELE > BREH > BHERXE o HAATA—EFEF (word) ©
(3B %) (words in context)

The Kumbh Mela is one of the largest religious gatherings in the world, (A) for several

weeks at a holy river every few years.

(A)

Vocabulary and Phrases

1. Kumbh Mela  n. AZiHi 4. purify v, fEEHE 7. nectar n. BT
2. rotate  v. f@ii 5. mythological adj. &G 8. pilgrim n. FHEEE
3. Hindu n. ENFEE#ETE 6. churn v. F#E 9. sanitation . 45




How Beer Waste is Changing
the Future of Food and Fashion

he beer industry produces a large amount of

T

grain. This wet, sticky by-product is produced in

waste, mainly in the form of brewers’ spent

huge quantities—about 37 million tons—globally
each year. Normally, this grain is either used as
animal feed or is dumped in landfills, where it rots
But now, scientists and

B

and creates methane.

companies are finding ways to reuse this
waste product.

Brewers’ spent grain is rich in protein and fiber,
making it a valuable = 2 . Some companies have
started using it to make vegan barley milk, which is
similar to oat milk but with less sugar. In fact, some
major brewers have created their own barley milk
products using this grain. These innovative products
help reduce waste while offering a more sustainable
milk alternative.

Other companies have found a way to use
brewers’ spent grain to make leather-like materials.
These materials can be used in the fashion industry
as alternatives to animal leather. Depending on the

3

type of beer used, the color of this “vegan leather”

can range from brown to black. This new material is

Fill in the Blanks

strong, flexible, and much better for the environment

3

than leather.

Researchers are also exploring how this grain
can be used in food products like baked goods and
coffee. Since brewers’ spent grain is full of nutrients,
it could help address the ~ 4  demand for
plant-based protein. In the future, it might even be
used to create eco-friendly packaging or construction
materials.

Using brewers’ spent grain in these ways helps
reduce waste and can be an important 5  toward
more sustainable industries. What started as beer
waste might just change the way we think about

food, fashion, and even the environment.

(B) traditional

(A) resource

(C) step

(D) creative (E) growing

4. 5.



Vocabulary and Phrases

1. brewer n. WP PE 4. methane n. ¥R, 7. oat  adj. M

2. by-product n. BlIZE S 5. vegan adj. fiZRHY 8. nutrient n. 4y

3. landfill  n. S7RIEHEY; 6. barley n. K2 9. packaging n. FEER R
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