rom April 13 to October 13, 2025, Osaka,

F

this event is “Designing Future Society for Our

Japan, will host the World Expo. The theme of

Lives.” This Expo is expected to welcome about 28
million visitors and have participants from 150
countries and 25 international organizations. Located
on Yumeshima, an artificial island in Osaka, the
venue is designed with a strong focus on being
eco-friendly. It will use clean energy and
environmentally friendly materials and feature the
world’s largest wooden circular walkway.

The World Expo began in 1851 with the Great
Exhibition in London. At first, it was mainly a place
the achievements of the Industrial

to show

Revolution. Over time, it grew into a major
international event that brings together technology,
culture, and innovation. The Bureau International des
Expositions (BIE) manages the event, and a World
Expo is held every five years. The host country is
chosen by a vote among BIE member nations.

Each World Expo has been known for
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something special. For example, the 1889 Paris Expo
introduced the Eiffel Tower. The 1970 Osaka Expo
showcased Japan’s first maglev train demonstration.
The 2010 Shanghai Expo attracted more than 70
million visitors, making it the largest Expo in history.
The World Expo is not only about new
technology but also about global cooperation and
cultural exchange. As the opening of Expo 2025 in
Osaka approaches, people around the world are
paying attention to this international event. It will be
an opportunity to explore future lifestyles and

innovative ideas together.



Reading Comprehension

( ) 1. How does the author begin the passage? (structure)
(A) By giving a definition. (B) By providing statistics.
(C) By comparing two events. (D) By mentioning an event.

( ) 2. Which of the following is most likely the purpose of the passage? (purpose)
(A) To argue that World Expos should focus more on technology.
(B) To compare different World Expos and their economic impact.
(C) To introduce the 2025 Osaka Expo and its key features in detail.
(D) To discuss the role of World Expos in promoting global cooperation.
( ) 3. According to the passage, which of the following is an opinion, but NOT a fact? (opinion or fact)
(A) The BIE manages and arranges the World Expo to be held every five years.
(B) The author believes the 2025 Osaka Expo will attract about 28 million visitors.
(C) The theme of the 2025 Osaka Expo is “Designing Future Society for Our Lives.”
(D) The early World Expo mainly showed achievements of the Industrial Revolution.

( ) 4. Which of the following diagrams best shows the organization of the third paragraph?

(A) (B)
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Vocabulary and Phrases

1. participant n. Z2EiE 4. circular adj. [EIJEH - BRI 7. maglev train  n. BgIF5E
2. artificial adj. A&y » ATHY 5. Industrial Revolution n. T.Z¥idy 8. demonstration 7. /<& > IR
3. venue n. HHh o & 6. innovation; innovative n.; adj. BI#r ; BI#FHY 9. cooperation n. H1E




Strong Thunderstorm
Brings Ice to Taipei

arly in the morning of March 4, loud thunder
E suddenly echoed over Taipei and New Taipei
City. Heavy rain and hail followed, surprising many
people who were woken up by the sudden weather
change. The hailstorm was strong, hitting rooftops,
cars, and roads for a short period of time. Some
hailstones were big enough to make loud noises
when they ~ 1  hard surfaces. Some locals
recorded videos of the hail falling and shared them
online, making this rare weather event widely
discussed.
Hail forms inside strong storm clouds. When
warm, moist air rises quickly and reaches the cold
upper parts of the atmosphere, water droplets freeze

and turn into small ice balls 2  hailstones. These

hailstones move up and down in the cloud as they
collect more water and freeze again. _ 3  they
become too heavy, they fall to the ground as hail.

Hailstorms happen most often in spring and summer,

Cloze

() L (A) faked (B) bound
() 2 (A)calling (B) called
() 3.(A)Once (B) Whether
() 4 (A)indeed (B) besides
() 5. (Acutcosts (B) take action

4 during strong afternoon thunderstorms or cold
fronts. In Taiwan, hail is more common in the
western regions and mountain areas, where weather
conditions make it easier for hail to form. Some
hailstones can be small like peas, while others can
grow as big as golf balls and cause damage.

If hail starts falling, it is best to stay indoors.
People outside should quickly find shelter in a strong
building. Hail can also damage crops and buildings,
so farmers and local officials need to take protective
measuresto 5

This sudden thunderstorm and hailstorm remind
us that weather can change quickly. It is important to
check weather forecasts and stay prepared to avoid

possible dangers.
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(C) especially

(C) increase risks

o Oo O /7 17
RAIN SNOW SLEET HAIL
(C) struck (D) wandered
(C) that called (D) which calls
(C) Unless (D) Though

(D) therefore

(D) reduce losses



Vocabulary and Phrases

1. thunderstorm n. &R » EHaE 4. hailstorm n. —IEFU00KE - EE 7 droplet  n. 7K

2. echo v. % 5. hailstone n. (—88) k& - B 8. shelter n. 3 5 HEHE
3. hail n. (F) vk (%) 6. atmosphere n. K3@/JE 9. forecast n. THER
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