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Trump’s Tariff Policy
Shakes Global Markets

n early 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump
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from China, the European Union, and other places.

announced a new round of high tariffs on goods

These tariffs started at 10% and went above 30% for
some products. The news surprised global markets.
The Dow Jones Index dropped fast, losing a huge
amount of value in just two days. Stock markets in
Europe and Asia also went down. Many countries
lowered their economic outlooks, and many investors
became worried.

This market drop hurt more than just stock
prices. It also affected businesses and regular people.
Higher tariffs made raw materials and goods more
expensive. Many companies lost money and raised
their prices. This made life harder for consumers.
Some experts warned that these tariffs could slow
down the world economy. They advised the U.S.
government to rethink its tariff decisions.

A tariff is a tax that a country puts on goods
from another country. Tariffs can protect local
companies, bring in money for the government, or be

used during trade talks. Tariffs have been around for
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a long time. Even in ancient times, people used them

when trading. After the Industrial Revolution in the
1800s, many countries used high tariffs to protect
their factories. However, as trade between countries
increased, more of them lowered tariffs to help goods
move more freely.

Todays, tariff policies are closely tied to politics.
They don’t just affect trade—they can also cause fear
in markets. The 2025 event shows that while tariffs
are a tool for governments, they must be used
carefully. Poor decisions can lead to big problems
around the world. Countries should think seriously
about how such policies affect the global economy

and people’s daily lives.
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Reading Comprehension

) 1. Which of the following is the purpose of the passage? (purpose)
(A) To describe the history of trade between the U.S. and China.
(B) To encourage more countries to raise tariffs on foreign goods.
(C) To explain the risks and history of tariffs through a recent case.
(D) To compare past and present trade policies of the U.S. government.
) 2. From (A) to (F) below, choose the ONES that are true according to this passage. (% £ #42)
(supporting details)
(A) Tariffs are a kind of tax used in trade between countries.
(B) It wasn’t until modern times that tariffs were put in place.
(C) People’s daily lives have been affected only a little by tariffs.
(D) The new U.S. tariffs caused market drops and raised consumer prices.
(E) Governments use tariffs to raise funds instead of advancing trade talks.

(F) After the Industrial Revolution, most countries raised tariffs to grow trade faster.
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With Trump’s (1) of new high tariffs, the Dow Jones Index dropped rapidly.

European and Asian stock markets also fell. Prices of raw materials and goods rose as well. Warning of a
possible global economic slowdown, experts advised the U.S. government to reconsider how it

(2) on tariffs.

Vocabulary and Phrases

1. tariff n. B 4. outlook n. FijE » ¥ 7. consumer n. {HEH
2. godown phr. Tk 5. investor n. &%EA 8. slow down  phr. Jil#% » g
3. economic; economy  adj.; n. F&FEN ; K& 6. raw material n. Y 9. rethink v. EHHHRE




Earthquake Warning:
What Taiwan Can Learn
from the Myanmar Quake

n March 28, 2025, a powerful earthquake
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It caused great

with a magnitude of 8.2 hit central Myanmar.
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, also killing over 35,000 people
and injuring thousands. Many buildings collapsed,
and roads and power lines were destroyed. Because
of the damage, it was hard for rescue teams to reach
the area. The country’s long-time civil war and
political problems also slowed down recovery
efforts.

The earthquake 2  other places as well.
Northern and central Thailand were hit hard. Some
buildings were damaged, and power and phone
services _ 3 in several areas. Tall buildings in
Bangkok also shook, and some even collapsed.
Experts say that soft ground in some parts of
Thailand may have made the shaking stronger, even
in areas far from the earthquake’s epicenter.

Earthquakes happen when plates under the
earth’s surface suddenly move and break. This
sudden 4  releases energy, which causes strong
shaking on the ground. There are several major

earthquake zones in the world, such as the Pacific

Fill in the Blanks

Ring of Fire, the Himalayas, and the area between
the Mediterranean and the Himalayas. The Pacific
Ring of Fire is the most active region among them.

Taiwan is part of the Pacific Ring of Fire and
has had many big earthquakes before, including the
deadly 921 Earthquake in 1999. If another strong
quake happens, it could cause buildings to fall, roads
to break, or could even lead to a tsunami.

To stay safe, people should prepare. This
includes building stronger buildings, checking older
ones, packing emergency kits, and practicing safety
drills. The government should improve early warning
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systems and plans. With the right steps, we

can reduce the damage and protect lives.

EARTHQUAKE IN

MYANMAR

(A) stopped (B) affected

(C) damage

(D) response (E) movement

4. 5.



Vocabulary and Phrases

1. quake n. HIE 4 rescue n. ¥IE 7. tsunami  n. N

2. magnitude n. HifE 5. epicenter n. ER 8. emergency kit n. BXEGHEEER
3. collapse v. {35 6. plate n. fHE 9. drill n. HE - HEBK
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